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Rock Island Arsenal, 

Rock Island, Ill. 

May 6, 1890 

The Superintendent of the Mint of the United States 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Sir: 


I have the honor to request that you have the enclosed piece of sheet silver assayed to 
determine its fineness, and that you give me the result of the assay. This sample is taken from a 
lot of sheet silver purchased by me for making marksman’s insignia for the U.S. Army, and one 
of the requirements of the contract under which it is furnished is that it shall be 92 Vi per cent 
fine. It is only desired to know if the enclosed piece is of that fineness. This Arsenal is much 
indebted to the authorities of the Mint for similar favors in the past and I will feel very grateful if 
you accommodate me in this instance. 

Very respectfully 

J. Whittemore 

Colonel of Ordnance, Commanding 



